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APPENDIX III

30. AMIS Meteorological Symbols and Line Types

30.1 AMIS Meteorological Symbols and Line Types. Meteorological symbols and line types,
with formatted binary data (FBD) codes, mnemonics, default colors, and graphic representations
are provided in Table 30-1.
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TABLE 30-1. AMIS Meteorological Symbols and Line Types

FB Graphics
Data Block VG Default Representation

   Data Code Description Mnemonic Color (Symbol Line)

000 No Reportable Weather No Symbol

004 Smoke K Brown

005 Haze H Brown

006 Dust/Sand D Brown

007 Blowing Dust/Sand BD Brown

008 Dust Devil DD Brown

013 Lightning, Visible LTG Red

017 Thunderstorm T Red

018 Squalls SQL Red

019 Funnel Cloud FNL Red

020 Drizzle during past hour LPH Green

021 Rain during past hour RPH Green

022 Snow during past hour SPH Green
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024 Freezing precipitation ZPH Red
during past hour

025 Showers during past hour WPH Green

028 Fog during past hour FPH Yellow

029 Thunderstorm during past TPH Red
hour

031 Dust Storm/Sand Storm   BDS Brown

038 Blowing Snow BS Green

044 Ground Fog GF Yellow

045 Fog F Yellow

049 Ice Fog IF Yellow

051 Drizzle, light L- Green

053 Drizzle, moderate L Green

055 Drizzle, heavy L+ Green

056 Freezing Drizzle ZL Red

061 Rain, light R- Green

063 Rain, moderate R Green

065 Rain, heavy R+ Green
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066 Freezing Rain ZR Red

068 Rain and Snow Mixed RS Green

071 Snow, light S- Green

073 Snow, moderate S Green

075 Snow, heavy S+ Green

076 Ice Prisms IPZ Red

077 Snow Grains SG Green

079 Ice Pellets IP Red

080 Rain Showers RW Green

083 Showers of Rain and RSW Green
Snow Mixed

085 Snow Shower SW Green

087 Ice Pellet Shower IPW Red

089 Hail Shower A Red

093 Thunderstorm with TRW Red
Rainshower

094 Thunderstorm with TSW Red
Snowshower
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095 Thunderstorm with Rain TRS Red
and Snow Mixed

096 Thunderstorm with Hail TA Red

103 Past Weather - Blowing PWB Brown
Dust or Snow

104 Past Weather - Fog PWF Yellow

105 Past Weather - Drizzle PWL Green

106 Past Weather - Rain PWR Green

107 Past Weather - Snow PWS Green

108 Past Weather - Showers PWW Green

109 Past Weather - PWT Red
Thunderstorm

111 Cumulus Cloud Type CU White

112 Towering Cumulus TCU White

113 Cumulonimbus without  CB3 Red
 Anvil

114 Stratocumulus SC Black

115 Stratus ST Black - -

119 Cumulonimbus with SB9 Red
Anvil
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121 Altostratus AS Black

122 Nimbostratus NS Black

123 Altocumulus AC Black

124 Altocumulus Standing ACS Black

128 Altocumulus Castellatus ACC Black

131 Cirrus CI Black

135 Cirrostratus CS Black

139 Cirrocumulus CC Black

149 Missing Cloud Amount CAM Black

150 No Clouds (clear) CA0 Black

151 One Tenth Cloud Amount CA1 Black

152 Two to Three Tenths CA2 Black
Cloud Amount
(Airways scattered)

153 Four Tenths Cloud CA3 Black
Amount

154 Five Tenths Cloud CA4 Black
Amount
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155 Six Tenths Cloud CA5 Black
Amount

156 Seven to Eight Tenths CA6 Black
Cloud Amount
(Airways broken)

157 Nine Tenths Cloud CA7 Black
Amount

158 Ten Tenths Cloud CA8 Black
Amount
(Airways overcast)

159 Obscured Cloud Amount CA9 Black

160 Rising Then Falling BC0 Black

161 Rising then Steady BC1 Black

162 Rising BC2 Black

163 Falling or steady, then BC3 Black
rising

164 Steady BC4 Black

165 Falling then Rising BC5 Black

166 Falling then Steady BC6 Black

167 Falling BC7 Black
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168 Steady or Rising, BC8 Black
then falling

170 Ship Direction Becalmed SD0 Black C

171 Ship Direction NE SD1 Black

172 Ship Direction E SD2 Black

173 Ship Direction SE SD3 Black

174 Ship Direction S SD4 Black

175 Ship Direction SW SD5 Black

176 Ship Direction W SD6 Black

177 Ship Direction NW SD7 Black

178 Ship Direction N SD8 Black

186 Wind Direction Missing WDM Black

188 Wind Speed Missing WSM Black

Anticyclonic Circulation ANC Blue A
Center

Cyclonic Circulation CYC Red C
Center

High Pressure/Height HI Blue H
Center
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Low Pressure/Height LO Red L
Center

Subtropical Depression SDP Red

Subtropical Storm - SSN Red
Northern Hemisphere

Subtropical Storm - SSS Red
Southern Hemisphere

Tropical Cyclone - TCN Red
Northern Hemisphere

Tropical Cyclone - TCS Red
Southern Hemisphere

Tropical Depression TDP Red

Tropical Storm - TSN Red
Northern Hemisphere

Tropical Storm - TSS Red
Southern Hemisphere

Clear icing, trace ICT Brown

Clear icing, light ICL Brown

Clear icing, moderate ICM Brown

Clear icing, severe ICS Brown

Mixed icing, trace IMT Brown
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Mixed icing, light IML Brown

Mixed icing, moderate IMM Brown

Mixed icing, severe IMS Brown

Rime icing, trace IRT Brown

Rime icing, light IRL Brown

Rime icing, moderate IRM Brown

Rime icing, severe IRS Brown

Turbulence, light TBL Blue

Turbulence, moderate TBM Blue

Turbulence, severe TBS Blue

Minus Sign MNS Black

Plus Sign PLS Black

Triple Point TRP Black

Warm Pool WMP Red

Cold Pool CDP Blue

Cold Front Aloft CFA Blue

Cold Front Surface CFS Blue

Cold Frontogenesis CFG Blue
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Cold Frontolysis CFX Blue

Occluded Front Aloft OFA Note 2              

Occluded Front Surface OFS Note 2           

Occluded Frontolysis OFX Note 2    

Stationary Front Aloft SFA Red + Blue

Stationary Front Surface SFS Red + Blue

Stationary Frontogenesis SFG Red + Blue

Stationary Frontolysis SFX Red + Blue      

Stationary Occluded SOA Red + Blue
Front Aloft

Stationary Occluded SOS Red + Blue
Front Surface

Stationary Occluded SOX Red + Blue    
Frontolysis

Warm Front Aloft WFA Red

Warm Front Surface WFS Red

Warm Frontogenesis WFG Red

Warm Frontolysis WFX Red         

Axis of Advection AOA Black
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Dry Line DRY Note 3

Horizontal Speed Shear HSS Blue

Positive Vorticity PVA Black
Advection Line

Ridge Axis RDG Blue

Shear/Instability Line INS Black

Temperature Ridge - TR7 Note 3
700 MB

Trough Axis TRO Black

Anticyclonic Wind ACZ Black
Shear Zone

Auxiliary Upper Level AUX Black
Contour

Ceiling less than D10 Note 2
10,000 ft area outline

Ceiling less than B11 Red
1000 ft and/or visibility
less than 1 mile area
outline

Ceiling less than C33 Blue
3000 ft and/or visibility
less than 3 miles area
outline

Clear Air Turbulence CAT Blue
area outline

Corrvergence Area CVG Red
outline

Height fall area HTF Blue
outline - 12/24 hr

Icing Area Outline ICG Note 3
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Less Than 2/8 cloud LES Black
cover area outline

Non-Convective or WET Green
Intermittent precipitation
area outline

Streamline STM Blue

Thunderstorm or CVA Red
Convective area outline

Arrowhead Style 1 AH1 Black

Arrowhead Style 2 AH2 Black

Arrowhead Style 3 AH3 Black

Arrowhead Style 4 AH4 Black

Arrowhead Style 5 AH5 Black

Arrowhead Style 6 AH6 Black

Solid fill SFIL Black

Hatched Fill HFIL Black
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TABLE 30-1. AMIS Meteorological Symbols and Line Types (Continued)

Description
VG

Mnemonic Default Color

Graphic
Representation
(Symbolic Line)

Solid Line 1 SL1 Red ______
Solid Line 2 SL2 Blue ______
Solid Line 3 SL3 White ______
Solid Line 4 SL4 Green ______
Solid Line 5 SL5 Note 2 ______
Solid Line 6 SL6 Note 3 ______
Solid Line 7 SL7 Note 4 ______
Solid Line 8 SL8 Light Red ______
Solid Line 9 SL9 Light Blue ______
Solid Line 10 SL10 Gray ______
Solid Line 11 SL11 Light Green ______
Solid Line 12 SL12 Note 5 ______
Solid Line 13 SL13 Note 6 ______
Solid Line 14 SL14 Note 7 ______
Solid Line 15 SL15 Black ______
Solid Line 16 SL16 Orange ______
Dashed Line 1 DL1 Red ----------
Dashed Line 2 DL2 Blue ----------
Dashed Line 3 DL3 White ----------
Dashed Line 4 DL4 Green ----------
Dashed Line 5 DL5 Note 2 ----------
Dashed Line 6 DL6 Note 3 ----------
Dashed Line 7 DL7 Note 4 ----------
Dashed Line 8 DL8 Light Red ----------
Dashed Line 9 DL9 Light Blue ----------
Dashed Line 10 DL10 Gray ----------
Dashed Line 11 DL11 Light Green ----------
Dashed Line 12 DL12 Note 5 ----------
Dashed Line 13 DL13 Note 6 ----------
Dashed Line 14 DL14 Note 7 ----------
Dashed Line 15 DL15 Black ----------
Dashed Line 16 DL16 Orange ----------
NOTES:
1. All line segments are shown in this table as if the vector defining the axis of the

line ran from left to right. If a vector defining the line were to run from right to
left the appendages (if any) on the line would be rotated about the line.  That is,
the vector that defines the axis of the line also indicates on which side of the line
the appendages shall be displayed.

2. The normal default color for the display of this symbolic line is purple.
3. The normal default color for the display of this symbolic line is brown.
4. The normal default color for the display of this symbolic line is yellow.
5. The normal default color for the display of this symbolic line is light purple.
6. The normal default color for the display of this symbolic line is light brown.
7. The normal default color for the display of this symbolic line is light yellow.


